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NEWSLETTER

In 1950, Louisiana’s last remaining Whooping Crane was captured with the 
assistance of Audubon staff near Audubon’s Paul J. Rainey Wildlife Sanctuary 
(Rainey Sanctuary). In recent years, these rare cranes have been reintroduced 
to southwest Louisiana by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
(LDWF). There are currently 40 cranes in Louisiana, out of a total of only 550 
Whooping Cranes in the entire world.

Three of the five Whooping Cranes that wintered at the Rainey Sanctuary in 
2013-14 returned this past winter.  The original Whooping Crane population 
decline in the 1900’s was linked to overharvesting and a loss of habitat, and 
unfortunately, several birds have died at the hand of gunfire within the past couple 
of years.  

Our Rainey Sanctuary offers a safe haven and important habitat for the graceful 
giants, as well as other birds of conservation concern, like Piping Plovers, King 
Rails, Green Herons, and many others. For almost a century, Audubon Louisiana 
has been managing and restoring the coastal 26,000-acre Rainey Sanctuary, using 
a variety of techniques to improve the quality of the habitat. Both last year and 
this year, the cranes have favored sites that had been recently burned through our 
prescribed burning program.  

All introduced cranes are fitted with a GPS tracking device by the LDWF  
Whooping Crane Reintroduction Program. Audubon is working with LDWF to 
continue to monitor the activity of these birds at the sanctuary. Please spread the 
word about the need to protect this rare bird. 

Whooping Cranes Return to Rainey Sanctuary
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From the Director

Our Mission

To conserve and restore natural 
ecosystems, focusing on birds, 
other wildlife, and their habitats 
for the benefit of humanity and 
the earth’s biological diversity.
We work daily to: 

Engage
communities, businesses, 
governments, and landowners 

Conserve 
birds, wildlife, and habitats 
that support them

Restore
marshes, bottomlands, 
swamps, islands, and shorelines

2015 continues to be a sobering reminder 
of the disasters from which this state continues to 
recover: April marked five years since the Gulf oil 
disaster, and August will mark a decade of recovery 
and rebuilding throughout our coastal areas since 
hurricanes Katrina and Rita. 

Major disasters and events like these create near-term 
chaos, wreaking havoc on communities and natural 
areas alike, but Louisianans are resilient and it’s 
amazing to witness how our state has recovered and 
revitalized since then.  

In the conservation community, we have not only survived, but thrived within the past 
decade. While not without challenges, real progress has been made toward rebuilding land 
in the coastal area, habitat for birds and wildlife, and lands for people throughout the state. 
Examples of these efforts include the passage of the RESTORE Act since the oil disaster, 
development and continued implementation of the state’s 50-year, $50 billion Coastal 
Master Plan, and the recognition and some return of our state’s long-standing financial 
contribution to the federal treasury in the form of the Gulf of Mexico Energy Security Act 
(GOMESA). Louisianans share in the understanding that our state’s natural resources are 
abundant and sustain us, and provide great benefit to the nation.  We collectively recognize 
the need to manage, protect, and conserve our precious natural resources as we press 
forward since they sustain our way of life. 

And after all we’ve been through, hard times have provided us opportunities to see clearly 
the way ahead, to focus on what is truly important: Neighbors, friends, and families are 
at the heart of and addressing conservation challenges across the state. Birds and people 
are affected by many of the same environmental factors, and when we invest in bird 
conservation, we invest in our future. 

Dr. Douglas J. Meffert 
Audubon Louisiana Executive Director and National Audubon Society Vice President

Join us for The Feathered Fête, our fall fundraiser

You are invited to our first fundraiser, The Feathered Fête, on Thursday, Nov. 5 at the LSU 
Hilltop Arboretum in Baton Rouge! Chef John Besh and his team will prepare our feast 
at the event. John Besh, a world-renowned chef and restaurateur from New Orleans, is on 
Audubon Louisiana’s Board of Advisors and he is an avid outdoorsman who shares our 
mission. The Feathered Fête will feature tastings from his latest cookbook, Besh Big Easy, 
to be released fall 2015 and all attendees will receive a signed copy.

Financial support generated through The Feathered Fête will help support enhancements 
at our world-class Rainey Sanctuary and for our coastal and bay vessels to ensure we 
can access the Gulf’s barrier islands and other shorelines, which are critical habitat for 
migrating and nesting birds. 

Visit our website for further event details, ticket sales, and updates. If you have questions, 
please call Harriett Pooler at 225-768-0820 x207 or hpooler@audubon.org. See you there!

You’re invited 
to join us 

November 5, 2015 
for 

Audubon Louisiana’s 
fall fundraiser!

INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE
Birds and people are affected by many of the same environmental factors, and when we invest in bird conservation, we 
invest in our future. Audubon Louisiana advances policies and practices that reduce threats to birds. 
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Our Work

Group of more than 100 Piping Plovers at Rainey Sanctuary

During a migratory shorebird survey on March 31, 2015, a remarkable 103 Piping Plovers 
were spotted in a group by Karen Westphal, Audubon Louisiana Coastal Project Manager 
and Timmy Vincent, Rainey Sanctuary Manager. Six of the plovers were banded, indicating 
their breeding origin in the Great Plains. The average size of a wintering flock of Piping 
Plovers at the Rainey Sanctuary is between 30 and 50, and with this recent count of more 
than 100 birds, the coastline of the Rainey Sanctuary is clearly a critical wintering and 
stopover site for this Threatened species. Piping Plovers can typically be found on the 
beach resting behind the series of segmented, rock breakwaters that protect the eroding 
shoreline from high energy waves. The birds are well camouflaged and can be very difficult 
to pick out of the background, even with binoculars or a spotting scope. 

Prothonotary Warblers are back and nesting in Louisiana

In 2014, Audubon Louisiana biologists worked with the Louisiana Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries and Baton Rouge Audubon Society to deploy 21 geolocators designed to track 
the migration of Prothonotary Warblers. Geolocators are lightweight electronic devices 
that help scientists track birds during their migrations. So far in 2015, six of these birds 
have been found to return. Once the geolocators are retrieved, we will learn where they 
went during migration to and from their wintering grounds somewhere in Latin America. 

Our biologists will continue to look for returning birds this summer to recover more 
geolocators, and the results will be combined with other research and conservation efforts 
coordinated among over 25 partners in the Prothonotary Warbler Working Group to boost 
conservation efforts on the breeding and wintering grounds for Prothonotary Warblers.
Contact Erik Johnson, ejohnson@audubon.org, to volunteer this summer. 

Green Herons find safe haven at Rainey Sanctuary

Louisiana Birds of 
Conservation Concern

Audubon scientists have 
identified bird species in need 
of conservation efforts in 
Louisiana. 

The current list of Audubon 
Louisiana’s priority species 
includes the following:

•	 Mottled Duck
•	 Brown Pelican
•	 Little Blue Heron
•	 Reddish Egret
•	 Green Heron
•	 Swallow-tailed Kite
•	 Yellow Rail
•	 Clapper Rail
•	 Snowy Plover
•	 Wilson’s Plover
•	 Piping Plover
•	 American Oystercatcher
•	 Ruddy Turnstone
•	 Red Knot
•	 Sanderling
•	 Western Sandpiper
•	 Short-billed Dowitcher
•	 Least Tern
•	 Black Skimmer
•	 Prothonotary Warbler
•	 Swainson’s Warbler
•	 Cerulean Warbler
•	 Seaside Sparrow

SAVING IMPORTANT BIRD AREAS
Knowing which places are most important for birds is the first step toward conserving them. State, continental, and global IBAs are 
an important network for protecting, restoring, and advocating for certain landscapes and the birds that depend on them.
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Our Rainey Sanctuary team got an early start in April finding 
Green Heron nests and took this photo of one of the first 
banded chicks of the year! During 2013 and 2014 seasons, 
a combined total of more than 600 nests were found and 
over 250 chicks have been banded at the Rainey Sanctuary.
Molly Folkerts analyzed the data collected thus far for 
her Master’s thesis at Louisiana State University  in 
Shreveport. These reclusive and endearing birds are important 
indicators of wetland ecosystem health and Audubon 
Louisiana will continue to monitor and protect them.
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Our Work

Coastal Stewardship Program off to strong start in 2015

Our state office has been monitoring birds on Grand Isle since 2010, and in recent years, 
has expanded the program to include community education and protection efforts. Our 
Director of Bird Conservation, Dr. Erik Johnson, is excited to begin the 2015 nesting 
season and is proud to introduce our new full-time Avian Biologist, Katie Percy, as well as 
two new Coastal Bird Technicians, Rebecca Doane and Kelly Alm, who will be leading our 
efforts on Grand Isle this summer. 

Our program officially kicked off in April at the Grand Isle Migratory Bird Festival where 
our technicians provided information to the public and our biologists led a bird walk. The 
festival corresponds with peak bird migration and Grand Isle is an essential stopover site 
for songbirds during their spring and fall migrations. 

We need volunteer “bird stewards” to help monitor nesting bird colonies, and to help inform 
beachgoers to avoid protected areas. Your help is critical to ensuring people respectfully 
share the beach with these unique and sensitive birds. Any commitment of your time or 
contribution you can make is helpful. See details about our May 16 training on the next 
page, or visit our website for more details about becoming a bird steward. 

Improvements continue for Urban Birding Corridor in New Orleans

A new ADA-compliant boardwalk with educational signage is in the final stages of 
completion within the Urban Birding Corridor in New Orleans City Park. The walkway 
leads to a viewing platform overlooking lagoons and waterways meandering through the 
park. A citizen-science monitoring program will assess the impact of this birding corridor 
on birds and we aim to increase migratory bird use of the habitat by 50 percent.

We are partnering with the Orleans Audubon Society, New Orleans City Park, and Grow Dat 
Youth Farm (Grow Dat) to create this urban “living laboratory” for birding and education. 
The project is funded in part by Toyota TogetherGreen and the Selley Foundation. Inner-
city  youth, through Grow Dat, get hands-on experience connecting sustainable agricultural 
practices to environmental stewardship. 

During the summer of 2015, a recently developed curriculum will be implemented to 
teach students how birds and humans are part of larger natural systems. The grand opening 
is scheduled for May, and during the subsequent six months, 400 to 600 students will 
participate in the education programs at this new urban oasis.

Capitol Conversation

Audubon Louisiana participated 
in the Coastal Day at the 
Capitol on April 14, organized 
by our friends at Coast Builders 
Coalition. This annual event 
highlights coastal issues our 
state faces and brings together 
legislators, state officials, 
NGOs, and coastal business 
and industry leaders to discuss 
projects and policy solutions 
to meet these challenges. 
Collaboration of this type helps 
to broaden Audubon’s message 
and therefore, is a key element 
in benefiting birds and wildlife 
and their habitat in Louisiana. 
 
In addition to Coastal 
Day, Audubon works with 
policymakers throughout the 
year on important matters 
such as coastal land loss and 
other threats to birds, and 
identification of funding and 
planning opportunities that 
may resolve those threats. We 
provide recommendations on 
how to effectively implement 
coastal restoration projects, 
develop land management best 
practices, and work on state 
and local conservation planning 
documents across the Louisiana 
coastal area. 
 
To learn more, contact Cynthia 
Duet, Audubon Louisiana 
Deputy Director, 
cduet@audubon.org.

CREATING BIRD-FRIENDLY COMMUNITIES
Many people live in urban areas and play a critical role in supporting wildlife populations and communities. As the leading voice 
for birds, Audubon can inspire people to make daily choices that add up to make a real conservation impact. 
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May 16: Coastal Volunteer Training and Celebration in Grand Isle

Join us in  Grand Isle for a coastal volunteer training, followed by a crawfish boil in honor 
of our new and returning volunteers. Come experience Grand Isle’s relaxing beaches and 
participate in bird walks to see beach-nesting and other shorebirds with Audubon Louisiana 
biologists. We’ll meet from 1 to 3 pm at the Community Center for a volunteer training. 
Participants will learn about the ecology of beach-nesting birds, like Least Terns and 
Wilson’s Plovers, which depend on Louisiana’s beaches to nest and raise their young. These 
threatened birds need your help and Audubon Louisiana biologists and staff will provide 
training on how you can contribute to their recovery. We will also provide information on 
future volunteer opportunities. Afterwards, we will host a volunteer appreciation event and 
a free crawfish boil located at the Grand Isle State Park east fishing pier. Volunteers are 
integral to helping us achieve our conservation goals, and we look forward to seeing you 
there! Please email Louisiana@Audubon.org if you’ll be attending so we ensure there is 
enough food and materials for everyone.

March 20 to May 30, Aug. 20 to Oct. 30: Audubon Coastal Bird Survey (ACBS)

ACBS is a citizen science program providing scientists with data to address coastal 
waterbirds conservation needs along the Gulf Coast. If you live near or visit the Texas, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, or Florida coasts and would like to participate, contact 
ejohnson@audubon.org. The spring survey pulse runs from March 20 to May 30, and the 
fall survey pulse runs from Aug. 20 to Oct. 30.

Fall 2015 (TBD): ACBS Workshop with the Louisiana Ornithological Society

Audubon Louisiana is partnering with the Louisiana Ornithological Society for an ACBS 
Shorebird Identification Workshop to be held in fall 2015. This volunteer-based citizen 
science program was originally established in response to the Deepwater Horizon oil 
spill to monitor oiled and distressed birds. The program continues to provide valuable 
population and habitat-use data for a variety of coastal waterbirds that breed, winter and 
migrate along the Gulf Coast.  Many of these species, including the Sanderling, Red Knot, 
and Reddish Egret are experiencing population declines. 

The valuable data gained from frequent coastal surveys during key migratory and winter 
periods are used to understand how waterbirds use coastal habitats locally and across the 
northern Gulf of Mexico. The survey protocols are designed to align with International 
Shorebird Surveys, the primary tool for understanding migratory shorebird population 
trends in the Western Hemisphere.

The workshop will be held at Rockefeller Refuge in Cameron, LA during the fall ACBS 
survey pulse of Aug. 20 through Oct. 30. Please check our website (La.audubon.org) in July 
for dates and registration details. Audubon appreciates LOS’s support and the opportunity 
to work together.

Nov. 5: The Feathered Fête, Audubon Louisiana’s Fall Fundraiser 

Our first fundraiser will be held in Baton Rouge at the LSU Hilltop Arboretum. 
See p. 2 for full details. 

Upcoming Events

SHARING OUR SEAS & SHORES
Coastal areas have unique importance for many birds, offering breeding sites as well as rich sources of food for migratory 
stopovers. Oceans support a large number of seafaring birds that depend on healthy waters for feeding and safe islands for nesting.

Past 2015 Events

•	 Eagle Expo, Feb. 26-28: 
Dr. Erik Johnson, presented 
about migratory birds and 
led a tour to see some 
spectacular nesting Bald 
Eagles near Morgan City.

•	 Prothonotary Warbler 
Workshop, April 4:  
Black Bayou Lake National 
Wildlife Refuge staff worked 
with us to help participants 
build bird boxes for 
Prothonotary Warblers and 
other cavity-nesting species.

•	 Grand Isle Migratory Bird 
Festival, April 17-19:  
Our staff led bird walks 
and engaged visitors about 
beach-nesting shorebirds.

•	 First Annual St. Bernard Bird 
Festival, April 24 & 25: 
Our staff lead bird banding 
demos and presentations 
about Louisiana birds. 

Don’t miss another event! 
Join our mailing list: 

La.Audubon.org/signup
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Below is a selected portion of recent media coverage. For regular updates and news 
stories, please join us on social media or visit our website. 

Weekends with Whitney: The Declining Bird Population, WBRZ, Whitney Vann. Erik 
Johnson featured Feb. 6, 2015

Update: Bald Eagle numbers rise as hundreds nest in Louisiana, WVUE, Fox 8, John 
Snell. Erik Johnson featured Feb. 25, 2015. 

Heart of Louisiana: Grand Isle Birds, WVUE Fox 8, Dave McNamara. Erik Johnson 
featured April 14, 2015.

The Quest to Save a Pelican Rookery Decimated by Deepwater Horizon, Audubon 
Online, Jacob Dilson. Doug Meffert featured April 20, 2015.

Christian T. Brown reigns as Rex, King of Carnival, Mardi Gras 2015: Christian T. 
Brown, a sitting member of our Board of Advisors, was chosen as Rex, King of Carnival. 
In February, Ted Jackson in The Times-Picayune reported, “Among his cousins who have 
worn Carnival crowns was Paul McIlhenny, who was Rex in 2006. Brown is chairman 
of the board of directors of McIlhenny Company, the family-owned business best known 
for making Tabasco sauce […]. An implicit qualification for reigning as Rex is public 
service. Brown is the inaugural chairman of the Audubon Society Louisiana’s board...” 
Audubon Louisiana is lucky to have Mr. Brown on our team. Congratulations, King Rex! 

John Besh among those honored at Tulane Council of Entrepreneurs Gala: Chef 
John Besh received the Tulane Outstanding Social Entrepreneur of the Year, an award 
highlighting those who find solutions for social problems and community needs using 
entrepreneurial principles. According to the The Times-Picayune, he was honored at the 
Tulane Council of Entrepreneurs on May 6. 

Dr. Doug Meffert selected for Baton Rouge Lakes Advisory Committee: Doug Meffert 
will be serving on the committee developing a master plan for the Baton Rouge Lakes that 
focuses on restoring the health of all six lakes, improving wildlife habitat and providing 
new amenities such as walking and bike paths. For more information about the Baton 
Rouge Lakes Advisory Committee, visit BatonRougeLakes.org. 

News and Media Coverage

SAVING IMPORTANT BIRD AREAS
Knowing which places are most important for birds is the first step toward conserving them. State, continental, and global IBAs are 
an important network for protecting, restoring, and advocating for certain landscapes and the birds that depend on them.

New Products

•	 Brochure: Best Practices 
for Beach Plant Restoration 
Programs

•	 Publication: 2014 Audubon 
Louisiana Annual Report 

•	 Video: 5 Years After BP Oil 
Spill, Audubon Stewards the 
Gulf, National Audubon 
Society video featuring Erik 
Johnson

•	 Article: BP’s Sleight of Hand, 
Audubon Online, by Melanie 
Driscoll and Erik Johnson, 
April 8, 2015

•	 Blog Post: 5 Years Later – 
Birds Still Need Your Help, 
MississippiRiverDelta.org,  
by Ashley Peters, April 13, 
2015

•	 Website: Audubon.org 
National Audubon Society 
launched a new national 
website in January that is 
both visually striking and 
mobile-friendly. 
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News and Media Coverage

Audubon Louisiana speaks out during 5th Anniversary of 2010 Gulf Oil Disaster

As mentioned in “From the Director” (see p. 2), April 20 was a landmark memorial – 
the 5th remembrance of the Gulf oil disaster. Through news stories, social media, on-
the-ground guided tours, videos and more, the National Audubon Society and Audubon 
Louisiana worked through the Restore the Mississippi River Delta campaign with our 
partners at the National Wildlife Federation and the Environmental Defense Fund to 
generate millions of impressions around the world. 

Below are highlights specific to Audubon Louisiana staff, but a full list of news stories, 
features, and blog posts can be found at MississippiRiverDelta.org along with more Gulf-
wide Audubon news. 

5 Years after Recovery: A Long Road Ahead, The Weather Channel. Doug Meffert 
featured on Wake up with Al. April 20, 2015.

Is Gulf Oil Spill’s Damage Over or Still Unfolding?, National Geographic and OnEarth. 
Doug Meffert featured in video about Cat Island. April 14, 2015.

A million dead birds and five years later, scientists still struggling to assess BP spill’s 
impact, WWNO and WRKF. Doug Meffert in Cat Island feature. April 20, 2015.

Cat Island nearly gone; BP oil mat and tar balls still visible on East Grand Terre 
Island, The Times-Picayune. Doug Meffert featured in Cat Island story. March 31, 2015.

BP, critics paints sharply different views of life in the Gulf, WVUE. Doug Meffert 
featured. March 31, 2015.

Councilman questions spending on ‘poster child’ of the BP oil spill, WVUE. Doug 
Meffert featured in video about Cat Island. April 2, 2015.

BP Oil Spill 5 Years Later: The Coast is Still Struggling, Scientific American. Jacques 
Hebert shared photos of boat trips for citizen journalist story. April 20, 2015.

5 Years After BP Oil Spill, Focus on Restoration – Not Misinformation, CQ Roll Call. 
Doug Meffert and MRDRC directors Op-Ed. April 20, 2015.

SAVING IMPORTANT BIRD AREAS
Knowing which places are most important for birds is the first step toward conserving them. State, continental, and global IBAs are 
an important network for protecting, restoring, and advocating for certain landscapes and the birds that depend on them.

Audubon Louisiana 
worked through the 

Restore the Mississippi River 
Delta campaign 

with our partners at the 
National Wildlife Federation 

and the 
Environmental Defense Fund 

to generate millions of 
impressions 

around the world. 

“

”

Audubon Louisiana Board of Advisors
Christian T. Brown
New Orleans, LA
Charles Allen
New Orleans, LA
John Besh
Mandeville, LA

Photo credits 
Front: Will Thomas (Flickr) - Page 2: Great-crested Flycatcher, Katie Percy - Page 3: Piping Plover, Erik Johnson; Green 
Heron, Katie Percy - Page 4: Black-bellied Plover, Erik Johnson; La. State Capitol, Antrell Williams (Flickr) - Page 5: Savannah 
Sparrow, Karen Westphal - Page 6: Erik Johnson taken by Ashley Peters - Page 7: Doug Meffert taken by Sean Saville - 
Back Page: McIlhenny Company & Avery Island Inc., Archives 

Storey Charbonnet 
New Orleans, LA
Richard Crowell
Alexandria, LA
Leslie Godchaux
Abbeville, LA

Maureen Harbourt
Baton Rouge, LA
Jay Hardwick
Monroe (Newellton), LA
Yvette Jones
New Orleans, LA

Cathy Pierson
New Orleans, LA
Sherrill Sagrera
Abbeville, LA
Oliver Sartor
New Orleans, LA
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Audubon Louisiana has been working to 
conserve, restore and protect important places 

for birds and people since 1924. 

At Audubon, we believe where birds thrive, people 
prosper. Nowhere is this more evident than in 
Louisiana, where we have been active since the 
earliest days of the conservation movement. Among 
Audubon’s assets in the state is the 26,000-acre Rainey 
Sanctuary, established in concert with the adjacent 
McIlhenny family (founders of Tabasco) in the 1920s. 
It is National Audubon Society’s oldest and largest 
sanctuary and the centerpiece of a unique conservation 
alliance among the region’s landowners. Audubon has 
two active chapters and has more than 10,000 members 
and online advocates in the state. Our team of scientists 
has identified more than 17 million acres of important 
bird habitat and we are working to conserve and restore 
these precious habitats. 

You are what hope looks like to a bird. 
Your Audubon Louisiana donation is a 
wise investment in a healthy future for 
birds, their habitats, and the web of life 
upon which we all depend.

Donate today: La.Audubon.org

6160 Perkins Road
Suite 135
Baton Rouge, LA 70808
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